
Welcome to the 
2020 Kindergarten

Parent Information Sessions

Tuesday, 29th October 2019
9.30 am and 6.00pm



Acknowledgement of Country
I would like to acknowledge that 
we are meeting here today on 

the land of the traditional 
custodians, the Darug people.

I would also like to pay my 
respect to elders past, present 

and future, for they hold the 
memories, the traditions, the 

culture and hopes of Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander 

Australians.



Program
• Acknowledgement of Country – Mrs Grant
• Welcome & Introductions of Staff– Mrs Grant 
• School structure and other school information

- Mrs Eastwood
• Support Unit overview – Ms Moorhouse/Mrs Camilleri
• EaLD and NAP – Mrs Navjot Gill
• ICT, Attendance and Kids Matter – Mrs Eastwood
• Transitioning to School - Mrs Grant
• English and Mathematics – Ms Sanchez/Ms Lisciotto
• Other Key Learning Areas – Mrs McMahon
• School activities and Programs –

Mrs Connolly Borg/Mrs Ripper
• Question Time and Tour



Introductions - staff
• Mrs Denise Lockrey (Principal)

• Ms Tania Di Chio (Deputy Principal)
• Mrs Tareena Eastwood (R/Deputy Principal)
• Mrs Navjot Gill (EaLD/NAP Co-Ordinator)
• Mrs Gina Grant (Assistant Principal – Early Stage One)
• Ms Mandy Moorehouse (R/Assistant Principal – Support)
• Mrs Shantelle Camilleri (Support Unit Teacher)

• Mrs Lyndy McMahon (KM 2019 teacher) 
• Ms Bruna Lisciotto (KL 2019 teacher)
• Mrs Adriana Ripper (KS 2019 teacher)
• Mrs Elizabeth Connolly Borg (KC 2019 teacher)
• Ms Arosha Bamunuarachchige (KA 2019 teacher)
• Ms Clara Sanchez (KD 2019 teacher Mon-Thur)
• Mrs Kirrilly Dabinett (KD 2019 teacher Friday)



Introductions - school
•Structure of Wentworthville 
Public School.

•Staff in the school: Principal, 
Assistant Principals, Classroom 
teachers, EAL/D teachers, 
Support teachers, School 
Counsellor, SLSOs, GAs and 
Office staff.



What it is like to 
be in a 

MC Support Unit 
class at 

Wentworthville 
Public School? 



Our MC Support Unit is an integral part of the 
school. Our aim is to provide as normalised 
an educational experience as is possible, 
whilst meeting each student’s needs…..

The school provides a dynamic 
learning environment ……

Wentworthville Public School 
empowers every student …………



There are currently 3 Multi-
categorical classes with ages 
between five and twelve 
years. All students work towards 
achieving K- 6 outcomes in each 
of the Key Learning Areas.

K-3C

K-3M

3-6G

Stage 2

Stage 2 
to 
Stage 3

Early Stage 
1 to Stage 2

Multi-categorical 
means……….

Students may have 
one or more disability 

type. These may 
include autism, 

emotional disturbance, 
moderate to severe 

intellectual disability or 
physical disability. 



Stage excursions

Swimming carnivals

Cross country

SRC

Camp

Extra curricular activity clubs

Athletic carnivals

PSSA

School 
Sports

Peer support

SISA
(Dance and fitness Programs)

Life Education Van
Healthy Harold

Swimming schemeIntegration

All our students in support classes have the opportunity to 
participate in the school and community activities on the same 

basis as students in regular classes.



Special Purpose 
AreaSpecial Purpose Area



New Build



Kiss and Drop 
Afternoon pick ups

2.55pm    Teachers on duty on Monash Street

Parents are allocated with an A4 laminated 
page which has a 3 digit number. 

These numbers are to be placed on your 
vehicle dashboard. 

Kiss and Drop operates in Monash Street.
You are not permitted to leave your vehicle to 
use this service.  Fines can be issues by the 
local authorities for parking in these spaces.



Welcome to Kindy Booklet and 
Kindy Information Bags

Given out at 1st orientation session Given out at 3rd orientation session 



Parents & Citizens 
Association (P&C)

The P&C Meeting is held on the first 
Wednesday of the month at 6.00pm.

At the first session of orientation on the 
14th of November, the P&C will present to 
parents how you can become involved.



Volunteering at WPS



Medical
• If your child has a medical 

condition eg:-
– Asthma
– Anaphylaxis
– Diabetes
– Epilepsy
– ADHD
– Autism 
– Speech/Hearing/Vision

please discuss with the Kindy teachers ways 
to support your child. Please provide copies 
of documentation from specialists/doctors.



WPS Learning and Support
•WPS has a Learning and Support Team and a 
school counsellor

•They meet fortnightly on Friday mornings 
from 8.15-8.55 to discuss:-
Students who may be needing support 
academically, socially, behaviourally or 
emotionally. 

•If you have any reports from pediatricians, 
speech therapists, hearing etc, could you 
please provide a copy to your child’s 
teacher.



Notes and payments
• All money goes to the office in a clearly labelled envelope. 

(Name, class, amount and reason)
• Payments can be made online directly to the school using the POP 

payment system. Please allow time to meet deadlines. 

• Please ensure permission slips are 
filled in correctly using black/blue 
pen.  They also need to have child’s 
full name, class and be signed and 
dated

• DUE DATES WILL BE ENFORCED-
avoid disappointment

• All students will receive invoices for 
all items and are required to pay up 
front.  



• 1st - The classroom teacher is the first person who 
needs to be approached about issues.  
Most of the time this fixes the issue.

• 2nd – If not resolved, speak to Assistant Principal 
(Mrs Grant).

• 3rd – if still not resolved, then speak to the Deputy 
Principal – Ms Di Chio or Mrs Eastwood

• 4th- if you are still unsatisfied, please talk to Mrs
Lockrey the School Principal

• Make an appointment for a meeting at a mutually 
convenient time so we can give you our full attention.

• Please go to the office to deliver forgotten items to your 
child or to collect your child early. For our students’ 
safety, you are not permitted to go directly to 
classrooms or playgrounds.

Approaching the school



- 5x Yellow Awards = Merit Award

- 5x Merit Awards = Principal Award

- 5x Principal Awards = Book Award

Rewards



• Website 
• Facebook
• Twitter
• Parent Portal
• WPS e-Newsletter – each fortnight - WPS website
• Notes home on a Wednesday
• Three Way Goal Setting Interviews – late Term 1
• Parent Information Session – February 2019

Reports
• Best Start Assessment Report – February 2020
• Semester 1 Report – end of Term 2
• Semester 2 Report – end of Term 4

Communication Methods



Daily Bell times
8.25am         Teachers on duty 

-no child to be at school before this time.
- all students to be in their class line 
by 5 to 9.

8.55am         School begins – meet under COLA in class lines
- late note required if after this time.

8.55-10.55am                 Lessons – Morning Session – 2 hours
10.55am       Eating Time – supervised
11.05am       Break 1 - play
11.35am – 1.35pm Lessons – Middle session – 2 hours
1.35pm         Break 2  - food and play
1.55 – 2.55pm         Lessons - Afternoon Session – 1 hour
2.55pm         School finishes pick up @ COLA 



10.55-11.05 am
Eating time is supervised for 10 minutes 
by the classroom teacher, usually in the 
classroom or outside. If students need 
more time to eat, they take their food with 
them to the seated area to finish.

11.05-11.35
play time and 
toilet break

1.35-1.55 pm
toilet, eat, play

Break 1 and Break 2



Break 1  - main food
Students pre-order their lunch for the day 
by going to the canteen prior to the 
8.55am bell.

Break 2 - snacks
1.35 – 2.55pm

It is not recommended for 
Kindy to use the canteen
in the first few weeks. 

Canteen – Lunch Orders



WPS is a Crunch&Sip School. 

Classes have an additional short break to 
eat their Crunch&Sip. 

Everyday, students bring to school a 
small container or bag containing either 
chopped:-
• Fruit
• Vegetables
• Salad
• Bottle of water

Crunch&Sip



Every Tuesday @ WPS we have Special 
Religious Education classes for 30 minutes.

The scripture groups that are available are:-
• Hindu
• Sikh
• Catholic 
• Protestant
• Islamic
• Non-Scripture

If you haven’t already done so, please advise the 
office of the class you would like your child to 
attend.

Special Religious Education 
(SRE)



• Out of School Hours Care

Before School: 6.30am – 8.30am
After School :  2.30pm – 6.30pm

They also provide vacation care in the school holiday 
periods.

At the 2nd session of orientation on the 21st of 
November, the Osh Club will present to parents how to 
enrol, prices and information about the types of 
activities they do.

Before and after school 
care  (OSH Club) facilities



WPS SCHOOL UNIFORM

At the first session of orientation on the 14th of November, the P&C will present to parents samples of the 
uniform and explain how they can be purchased.



School sport uniform

Girls and Boys: (worn on grade sport days-TBA)

• Black and white polo shirt
• Black shorts 
• White sport socks
• Sport shoes (preferably white)
• School logo jacket/jumper as 

needed
• Black tracksuit pants in winter
• Black school bucket hat



• Students are not to arrive at School prior to 
8.25am.

• Students are to be collected from school by 
2.55pm and exit the school sensibly and safely.  

• Students catching the bus home are to meet 
the supervising teachers near the School Office 
building.

• Move safely to Gate 9 area for Kiss and Drop.
• If you come to school to drop your child off and 

would like to stay until the bell rings, please 
encourage your child to be in the correct place 
as they are under our care once they arrive at 
school.

Duty of Care



PBL
(Positive Behaviour For Learning)

• School Wide Expectations:
– Safe
– Respectful
– Learners

PBL expectations outlined through a 
weekly Focus. 
Teacher lanyards demonstrate the 
weekly expectation
•In the playground: 
‘Caught you being good’ cards



Positive behaviour for learning





Attendance

Make sure your child attends school every day 
and arrives on time. 

The correlation between school attendance and 
school achievement is well documented. 

Research shows that the more time a child 
spends at school, the more likely they are to 
experience school success. 

If students miss as little as eight days each school 
term each year, by the end of primary school 
they will have missed a year of education. Half 
an hour late each day equals five days absence 
per year.



Attendance
•Arrive at school by 8.55am or a partial 
absence will be recorded on the roll.
•Parents must supply am explanation of 
their child’s whole day or partial absence 
within 7 days from the first day of their 
child’s absence period
•HSLO visits school each term to monitor 
absence. They will be attending the 3rd

Session of the Kindy orientation on the 26th

of November to talk about their role.
•Families who wish to travel during the 
school term will need to complete an 
“Application for Extended Leave” 
obtainable from the school office.



• Notes to explain absence are required as soon 
as the child returns to school (within a week of 
the absence). Include relevant dates of 
absence, reason, signature and date note was 
written

• Partial Absence 
- arriving late → You must go to the office and 

follow the relevant procedures.
- leaving early → You must go to the office and 

follow the relevant procedures.

When your child is absent





Kidsmatter Framework

Mental health difficulties affect 1 in 7 
Australian primary school children



Kids Matter Framework
1.Positive school community
2. Social and emotional learning for students
3. Working with parents and carers
4. Helping children with mental health
difficulties.



Kids Matter Framework
•1.Positive school community
•2. Social and emotional learning for students
•3. Working with parents and carers
•4. Helping children with mental health
difficulties.





Parent Mentors
•A support network for new 
families to adjust in their first year 
at WPS
•Currently 19 parent mentors
•Parent mentors visible in the 
playground with white badge and 
school emblem



ICT 
•We have a range of ICT we use at 
school including:
•Interactive white boards
•Computers/Laptops
•Interactive projectors
•iPads
•Robotics Kits
•Filming equipment



Wentworthville Public School

✧ Total number of students: 703
✧ Number of LBOTE: 670
✧ % LBOTE: 95.3 %
✧ Nationalities: Approx. 40
✧ Languages spoken: 37
✧ Newly arrived students: Approx. 60
✧ Number of Refugee students: 6



� EAL/D students are those whose first language 
is a language or dialect other than English and 
who require additional support to assist them to 
develop proficiency in Standard Australian 
English (SAE). 

http://www.acara.edu.au/verve/_resources/EALD_Teacher_Resource

EAL/D = ESL



EAL/D learners
vwhose first language is a language or dialect other than 
standard Australian English (Aboriginal  students)

vwith a diverse range of backgrounds and English language 
learning needs

vborn in Australia or have recently arrived, refugees or 
international students

vwith the same amount of formal schooling in their home 
country as their class peers or had severely disrupted or no 
schooling due to war or civil disorder.

vsome have literacy skills in their first language while others 
do not.



EALD Teacher’s role
Establish effective EALD strategies to create an 
engaging learning environment and successful 
learning outcomes for EALD students.



How long does it take to develop 
academic language in English with 

EAL/D support?
Students with education in their first 
language 

4 years or less (average 5-7 years) 

Students with disrupted Education in 
their first language 

Up to 10 years 

Students with limited Education in 
any language 

7-12 years 



EAL/D learning progression 
– 4 phases 



Is My Child 
Ready For 

Kindergarten?



It is not all about 
ability

but readiness !
School readiness is about the 

development of the whole child –
their social and emotional skills, 

physical skills, communication skills 
and cognitive skills.



School Readiness
Social skill
Able to get along with other children, 
demonstrate basic manners, assert themselves, 
and being able to play independently as well as 
with other children.
Emotional maturity
Able to manage their emotions, cope with 
minimal adult contact in large groups, focus on 
tasks, follow directions and instructions from 
teachers, cope with the stress of the new school 
environment, and understand the rules.
Language skills
Able to talk and listen to adults and other 
children, speak clearly, communicate needs, 
understand stories, and begin to identify some 
letters and sounds.



School Readiness
Cognitive Skills
Basic number sense, basic thinking skills, being 
able to wait and take turns.
Physical health and coordination
Basic health, fine motor skills (such as being 
able to grip a pencil and turn pages in a book) 
and physical coordination (being able to run, 
jump, climb, and play ball).
Independence
Basic skills to manage their needs without 
adult supervision, such as going to the toilet, 
dressing, unwrapping their lunch and 
managing their belongings.



Targets for 
starting school

•Enjoy being at school
•Want to learn
•Experience success
•Develop a positive self-image
•Feel valued
•Be willing to persevere & develop 
resilience

•Develop effective social 
interactions with other children 
and adults



How can I help my child?
•Develop routines at home, e.g. bed times.
•Read together regularly (including dads). 
•Play family games to develop turn taking and 
sharing.

•Talk positively about school (before attending). 
•Help them to visualise themselves at school.
•Help them to feel positive and 
self confident.

•Practise using lunch boxes, 
caring for belongings.

•LABEL EVERYTHING!



How else can I help my child?
• Learn to recognise and write their name.
• Visit the school and be involved in transition 

program.
• Have immunisation certificate up-to-date.
• Help develop independence:

- unpack – bags, shopping, 
- dress themselves
- use toilet independently 

• Talk about school – highlight the 
positives of the day.



Kindergarten Orientation 
Session # 1
Thursday, 14th November

9.25 am Arrive - meet under COLA – sign in 
9.30 am   Students go to class & Parents go to the library
10.45 am Collect students from COLA – sign out

• Familiarise with the classroom setting 
• Meet the teachers
• Colour groups  (NOT CLASS 2020)

• Classroom activities 
• Story and activity 



Kindergarten Orientation 
Session # 2

• Build on friendships
• Review last visit
• Sing songs
• Craft activity
• Visit other areas of the school

Monday, 6th November
9.40 am Arrive 
9.45 am   Students go to class
11.15 am Collect students from class

Thursday, 21st November
9.25 am Arrive - meet under COLA – sign in 
9.30 am   Students go to class & Parents go to the library
10.45 am Collect students from COLA – sign out



Kindergarten Orientation 
Session # 3

• Review last visit
• Story
• Craft activity
• Play a game

Tuesday, 26th November 
12.55 pm Arrive – meet at the COLA – sign in 
1.00 pm   Students go to class & Parents go to the library
2.15 pm Collect students from COLA – sign out



First Day @ School
• Monday, 3rd February 2020 @ 9.15am 

starting time – meet under COLA.
• Collection time is at 2.55pm, at child’s 

classroom steps.
• Bring your cameras ready for some 

snapshots of this wonderful 1st day.

• All other days apart from Monday will 
be 8.55am – 2.55pm with students 
being dropped off and picked up from 
the COLA area. 



What to expect in the 
first few weeks?

•Tiredness
•Not all food is eaten 
•Help them at first in morning
•Older students to help in first few 
days/weeks

•Please leave your child ASAP in 
the line to avoid unnecessary 
separation anxiety. Parents can 
stay but must move to space 
away from lines.



#English 

*Parents guide to the NSW Primary Syllabuses (incorporating The Australian Curriculum)



listen 
carefully

take 
turns

speak confidently
- classmates
- chosen topic

begin reading 
simple books

recognise 
words

learn 
letter 
sounds

segment and 
blend sounds to 

make words

handwriting

(writing name)

writing sentences 
and drawings

playing 
literacy 
games

What Kindy 
learn in 
English 
lessons



#Mathematics

*Parents guide to the NSW Primary Syllabuses (incorporating The Australian Curriculum)



Skip count 
by 2’s, 5’s 
and 10’s

What Kindy 
learn in Maths 

lessons

count 
forwards 
and 
backwards write 

numbers

add and subtract 
numbers

measure 
informally

collect data and 
create simple graphs

identify 
shapes and 

objects

use technology to 
play games

and consolidate 
learning 



How to help at home!



CAPA - Creative and Performing Arts



PDHPE - Personal Development Health and 
Physical Education 



HSIE - History

Students Investigate their personal, family 
and community history.

They develop understanding of Australia’s 
Indigenous and colonial history and how 
Australia became a nation.

Students learn about historical concepts, 
such as viewing an historical event from a 
different point of view and historical skills 
such as using historical sources for an 
investigation



HSIE - Geography

Students investigate people, places and 
environments.

They explore geographical concepts, 
such as place and sustainability, through 
real world examples and issues.

Students learn how to acquire, process 
and communicate geographically 
information using geographical tools and 
inquiry.



Science & Technology
Living Things
Learn about living things, their characteristics, needs 
behavior and the environment in which they live.

Material World
Looks at the observable properties of materials and 
how they can be used in making products. 

Physical World
Focusses on the physical characteristics of objects and 
the effects of these on how they move. Students 
investigate how push and pull forces create movement 
and the fundamental concept of force and motion.

Earth and Space
Focuses on daily and seasonal changes in the 
environment. Students investigate how things respond 
to these changes in the environment.



Extra-curricular activities
WPS offers the following groups for 
students@ lunch:-
K-2 Dance & 3-6 Dance Groups
K-2 Choir & 3-6 Choir
Recorder – Year 2 to Year 6
Bollywood & Hip Hop Dance Group
Keyboarding 
Debating and Public Speaking (Years 3-6)
PSSA Sports (Years 3-6)
Student Representative Council (K-6)
Art Groups – Stage 2 and 3.
Garden Club K-6 



What can you do to help?
• Read to your child every day
• Send your child to school on time, prepared and ready to 

learn
• Join the P&C – 1st Wednesday of the month @ 6.00pm
• Become involved in the classrooms as a classroom 

helper - complete forms to volunteer at the school in 2020 
(you will receive training and guidance)

• Check WPS website frequently
• Communicate appropriately with teachers
• Start to build relationships with other families and 

students.



Lets work together 
to ensure your child has a successful year in 

Kindergarten.



I dreamed I stood in a studio 
And watched two sculptors there, 

The clay they used was a young child’s mind 
And they fashioned it with care. 

One was a teacher; the tools he used 
were books and music and art; 

One was a parent with a guiding hand 
and a gentle loving heart. 

Day after day the teacher toiled
With a touch that was deft and sure,

While the parent laboured by his side
And polished and smoothed it over.

And when at last their work was done,
They were proud of what they had wrought, 

For the things they had worked into the child 
Could never be sold or bought. 

And each agreed she would have failed 
If she had worked alone.

For behind the parent stood the school, 
and behind the teacher stood a home. By Ray A. Lingenfelter



ORIENTATION DATES



Will be explained in detail at the 1st parent session. You will 
receive instructions on how to make an online booking for your 
child’s assessment. You only book into 1 session only. Sessions 
are 40 minutes on either:-

• Wednesday, 29th January 2020
• Thursday, 30th January 2020
• Friday, 31st January 2020

Best Start Assessment Date



First official full day for students
Monday, 3rd February 2020. 
(meet under the COLA 9:15am)

First Day



Question Time and Tour


